Briefing for Diplomatic Corps on the Current Situation in Thailand

On 25 September 2006, Permanent Secretary Krit together with General Winai Phattiyakul, Secretary-General of the Council for Democratic Reform (CDR) held a Briefing for the Diplomatic Corps onthe current political situation in Thailand at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Gist of the briefing is as follows:

Attendance:

The briefing was attended by 87 representatives from 65 diplomatic missions and 14

international organizations in Bangkok, which included 36 Ambassadors, 4 Charge d' Affaires and 7 Deputy Heads of Mission.

Briefing:

PS Krit brought to the audience's attention the change in translation of the name of the

Council from "Council for Democratic Reform under the Constitutional Monarchy'' to the

"Council for Democratic Reform" being that the former name caused misunderstanding with

respect to H.M. the King linking Him to the situation.

PS Krit noted that these are “dramatic and crucial times” in Thailand with the situation

being unclear for the public. He recognized that many people, over the past few days, have formedsome sort of view or position over the situation and respected each individuals sovereign right indoing so. While respecting these rights, PS Krit also recognized the importance of the diplomatic missions in channeling information back to their respective governments and people and requested that each respective mission keep things under review in light of what happens on the grounds and the intentions of the Council.

At the same time, he emphasized that the situation is not one that can be clearly defined as

either "black" or "white", but rather a situation that has many areas of grey. The situation is one that is rather unique. It received positive reaction from the public both in Bangkok and beyond with the Council for Democratic Reform professing their intent to renounce the administrative powers to the civilians in approximately two weeks - emphasizing that timelines set were only tentative.

• PS Krit also informed the audience of the newly established Council for Democratic

Reform website (www.vrcu.com) thar provides information and updates on the situation. The

website is also accessible through the MFA website, which also provides updates.

• PS Krit brought to the attention of the audience the reinstatement of most mechanisms for

the workings of the democratic system, such as the Election Commission, National Counter-

Corruption Commission, National Human Rights Commission, etc.

• He reaffirmed Thailand's international commitment to the UN Charter and obligations

under international treaties and agreements.

• General Winai reaffirmed the CDR's intent to handover administrative power to civilian control-outlining a tentative timeframe of the CDR's plans. He informed the audience that the

"Draft Interim Constitution" is completed and is currently undergoing examination by relevant experts. The "Draft Interim Constitution" should be promulgated on 29 September 2006.

• By early next week, CDR hopes to appoint a respected person to become the Prime 
Minister, who will immediately establish an interim government. The role of the CDR, will 
gradually be reduced and CDR will evolve into the State Security Council.  The mandate of the State Security Council will be minimal, overlooking only extreme situations and security issues, with power shifting to the interim government.
• Re drafting of the "new Constitution", a People's Assembly, comprising approximately

2,000 people from all spectrum of the society nationwide, will be established. The Assembly will select the Constitutional Council (200 people) to draft the "new Constitution" (The Council may  appoint a smaller drafting group of 35-40 members), A national referendum could be organized to confirm popular support. The whole process is expected to take approximately 8 months and 15 days. The new Constitution will lead way to a free and fair general election, to be held within a year from now.

• Gen. Winai emphasized that the trust of Thailand's international partners is vital for

Thailand to return to normalcy.
Q&A Session:

• There were several questions asked during the Question & Answer session. Questions

were asked by representatives of the US, German, Swiss, British and Ukrainian Embassies.

• The US Ambassador inquired about the status of the four detained officials. Gen. Winai

emphasized that they were under the Council's protection and will be released in due course of time, However, he also noted that while in the Council's protection, they were treated well and allowed visits by family members.

• The German representative inquired about the status of the future State Security Council

and whether it would consist of the same members as the CDR. Gen. Winai replied that CDR will automatically transform into the State Security Council once the interim Constitution is

announced. Moreover, the new State Security Council may have more members then the existing CDR. At the same time, Gen, Winai noted that the existence of the State Security Council is to provide confidence to the public to ensure that a free and fair general election take place as soon as possible.

• Swiss Ambassador requested elaboration on the issue concerning the legislative body. PS

Krit replied that the legislative is divided into two separate tracks: (1) in charge of normal

legislative activities, such as passing bills and acts of parliament; and (2) responsible solely for the drafting of the Constitution.

• The British representative inquired by about the motivation o f the coup, the election

commission and people's assembly. The panelist replied that in light of the political unrest in

Thailand and the scheduled PAD rally on 20 September 2006, this coup was launched as a preemptive measure to prevent violence and loss of lives. In regards to the Election Commission and People's Assembly, he noted that the EC will comprise representative from existing EC and that the People's Assembly will have representatives from all over Thailand from all spectrums of profession.

• Ukrainian Ambassador inquired about the possibility of all. political parties participating in

the upcoming general election, whereby Gen. Winai emphasized that no political parties have been dissolved or banned, only requested not to undertake activities for now.

• Australian Ambassador requested elaboration on the selection process of the People's

Assembly, whereby PS Krit noted that the whole process is still evolving and had a democratic element.

